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Elders

Mack Jones—267-3090

Brett LeTourneau—706-2192

Mike Souza— 674-2268

Ron Walton—706-4885

Secretary

Amanda Stutsman—559-674-5203

Pastor

Michael G. Stipe—559-259-6879

(2016 Shepherding lists are posted.
Call your elder when there is a need.)

“Content with the
Distance”

For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

~Romans 8:38-39

Paul’s word in Romans
8 is a great promise for
our security as a
follower of God. He
declares with great
passion that there is
absolutely nothing that
can put space between
us and God. So great is His love that
even death can never cause Him to
distance Himself from us.

Sadly, it is not a two-way street. We
allow all kinds of things to put distance
between us and God. In fact we allow
the very things to separate us from God
that He would never allow to separate
Him from us.

Someone close to us dies; we blame God
and stop talking to him. Or our lives get
so busy that we forget all about Him. Or

we focus on His angelic messengers
instead of Him. Or we listen to the lies
of Satan and his hordes. Or we just can’t
tolerate the stress of today or the pain of
yesterday–whenever that day is or was.
We get power hungry and want to be in
charge. Or we can’t figure out some of
the hard parts in the Word so we quit
trying. And on and on and on…

The sad part in all of this is that we seem
at times to be okay with the distance.

God, on the other hand, cannot stand the
distance. He allows
nothing to put space
between us and Him.
That may be why the
Father of the prodigal son
ran to meet him—he
couldn't stand the
distance either. It is why
folks rush to each other

in airport greetings.

But you know that love is a two-way
street. Unrequited love from one who
ought to love us, leaves us saddened and
a bit empty. Fortunately, God has never
done that to us. But I do wonder if…
Nah, we can’t make God sad…Can we?

Wow, this love is hard work. God
knows that too; He has to love us!

I will see you Sunday!

Connecting People To God - To Each Other & To The World
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Authority

Lately, the issue of authority has taken
center stage in my world. I am
experiencing a sharp learning curve as
a new parent, figuring out the difference

between authoritarian, authoritative, and
permissive parenting styles and understanding my
role as the one in authority. Ultimately, the basis for
my authority will be connection in relationship. As trust
is built within our connection, my daughter will feel
safe in accepting my leadership.

We recently took an overnight trip, leaving the doggies
to take their walks with our dear Katie Barsotti. By
doing this, I placed Katie in authority over Jacques
and Maisey. On the first day, Maisey had no problem
getting leashed up and jumping in Katie’s car.
Jacques, on the other hand, growled at Katie and
planted his feet when she tried to lead him out of the
house. As he watched Maisey walk out the door, he
realized that this walk was going to happen with or
without him. It was only then that he accepted Katie’s
authority and agreed to go along.

What does the Bible say about authority? First, it says
that Jesus has been placed in authority. He said in
Matthew 28:18 that “All authority has been given to
Me in heaven and on Earth.” It is through relationship
and connection that we, as believers, come to the
place of obedience. Second, God has placed leaders
in authority.

“Let every soul be subject to the governing
authorities. For there is no authority except from God,
and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.” -
Romans 13:1.

The word says that we are to obey those who are in
authority over us (Hebrews 13:17.) Lastly, we are to
pray for those in authority over us (1 Timothy 2:1-2.)

God’s blessings come when we submit to and accept
the authority granted to those in charge of us. By

doing this, we accept His authority. When we make
that decision, He invites us to join Him in His work.

However, we must bear in mind that He will
accomplish His will, with or without us. ~Melissa

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Greg & Vicki Syverson
CMF International — Mexico

Scott & Anelle Price
CMF International — Tanzania

Vince & Gretta Payne
Panama Mission Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Kwon Chae
Korea Gospel Mission

Champions For Tomorrow
Clovis, CA

American Indian Christian Missions

Doors of Hope

Madera Community Food Bank

Madera Rescue Mission

Madera Love INC

Discover more information on the
missions we support on our
website: www.maderafcc.org

“Happy Valentine’s Day… Sorry, I’m late!”

While looking at different Valentine’s Day stories, I found a story about

someone’s views on Valentine’s Day. The anonymous- female user talked about

February being one of her favorite months. One of her favorite moments growing

up was going to her class Valentine’s Day party where she would receive candy

and cards from all her classmates. “The day would be full of love and laughter;”

the writer expressed reminiscing, “However, as I grew older and Valentine’s Day

Parties was a thing in the past, I noticed that many kids were not having the

same fun as they once did.” She stated that over time she saw the same people

that would normally be happy and felt loved were getting nothing on these days.

It hit the writer hard as she experienced a young girl crying on her way home

because she did not receive a present. “That was when I decided that I was go-

ing to do my own project.” She pronounced.

She then began to secretly give those students who received very little or noth-

ing at all a lollipop and a Valentine’s Day card that states “Happy Valentine’s

Day! Sorry, I’m late.” “It was the faces of these kids feeling loved and appreciat-

ed that told me what this holiday should be about. Valentine’s Day is not just

about showing love to our friends and families, but making sure everyone is

loved.” John 13:34 states: “A new command I give you: Love one Another. As I

have loved you, so you must love one another.” I do not know the background of

this woman; however, what I do know is that God is working through her to

spread love to all people. So when we take on the next month and beyond let us

think about the wonderful ways we too can show love to everyone!

-Katie Barsotti



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

3 4

Men’s Breakfast—7:30am

@Perkos

Women’s Breakfast—8am

@Robin Walton’s home

Elder’s Meeting—9am

Board Meeting—10am

5

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

6 7

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

8

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

9

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

10 11

12

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

“Getting To Know Us”

Class—Noon-3:00

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

13

War Room

Showing

3:00 PM

Simulcast Planning to

follow

14

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

15 16

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

17 18

19

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

20 21

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

22

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

23

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

24 25

26

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

27 28

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

Anniversaries

13 Larry & Kathy Walter

25 Wes & Joyce Ballard

25 Bud & Carmen Wright

Birthdays

2 Carmen Wright

6 Joyce Ballard

10 R.B. Moren



Calendar Connecting PointsCalendar Connecting PointsCalendar Connecting Points

There are now four emphases in prayer that are open
to you as a part of our church family.

The FCC Prayer Team meets each Sunday morning in
Pastor Mike’s office at 8:45 to seek God and prayer
walk the church facility.

Prayer Hosts are available during the service to pray
specifically with you and for you.

The Intercessory Prayer Ministry meets Tuesdays from
6:30-7:30 PM to lift up our church family.

House Of Prayer is an
inter-church group
which meets Thursday
mornings from 6:00-
7:00.

The only thing missing
is you!

from ramona . . .

THOUGHTS ON LOVE

Love Never Fails

Love is patient, Love is kind
Through Jesus Christ, love you will find.
Love does not envy, It is not puffed up

Seek Him with your heart, He will fill your
cup.

Love does not behave rudely, does not seek
its own

Be kind to others, for this God has shown.
Love bears, believes, hopes and endures

all things,
Give love to all and blessings God

brings.

Love Never Fails.

"Yes, I am coming soon."

Amen. Come, Lord

Jesus.

-Revelation 22:20

CWF Breakfast—Saturday February 4th
at 8am @ the home of Robin Walton

2805 Willow Drive

Pastor Mike continues with
the series on Joseph mov-
ing into his life as a mis-

treated slave and forgotten
prisoner. Read ahead in

Genesis 37-41.

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, February 4th

@ Perkos—7:30 AM

The Elders meeting follows at 9:00 AM in
Pastor Mike’s Office

Registration forms are in foyer or on the church
web site. (maderafcc.org) Register early!

The next

“Getting To Know Us”
class is scheduled for Feb-

ruary 12th from Noon to
3:00 PM. Use a connec-
tion card to let us know if

you will be joining us.


